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Coordinator Comments

A new year is upon us and with that comes great opportunity for
agriculture in the Upper Peninsula! Over the month of
December, Jim Isleib, Christian Kapp, and | have held 5 meetings
throughout the U.P. to discuss the results of the variety trials that
were managed by the Center this past growing season. We’ve
had some excellent conversation at each meeting with very en-
gaged crowds. | appreciate everyone who has made it out to a
meeting thus far.

If you haven’t been able to attend yet, | strongly encourage you
to consider participating in one of the three scheduled in
January: on the 6th we’ll be in Engadine at the Garfield Township
Hall, the 7th we'll be at the Delta County Extension Office in
Escanaba, and on the 28th we’ll be in Dafter at the Bruce
Township Hall. All of these meetings will be held from 7—8:30
pm. If you plan to attend—we appreciate you contacting me to
RSVP at ashleymc@msu.edu or 906-439-5176. Hope to see you
in January!

Happy New Year,

ASML% McFarland

906-439-5176
ashleymc@anr.msu.edu

Have you heard? UPREC has expanded it’s Michigan
Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) portfolio. Not only did the main farm site
re-verify in cropping systems, but we made some on-
farm improvements to verify in farmstead and
livestock systems as well! The North Farm also
verified in farmstead and cropping systems!

Michigan State University

‘ Extension AgBioResearcl
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The North Farm

Now Hiring!

The UPREC North Farm Assistant Manager, under direct
supervision of the Farm Incubator Manager, will be
responsible for day-to-day maintenance and upkeep of
farm facilities, vegetable production and harvest.

General Responsibilities:

e Assist with diversified year round vegetable produc-
tion, harvest and storage at a MSU Research Center

e Assist with applied research opportunities related to
season extension, including variety trials to determine
appropriate crops for region

e Assist with sampling and record-keeping related to
research

e Assist with infrastructure development including pas-
sive solar greenhouse and heated greenhouse

e  Assist with farm facility development and mainte-
nance, including fence building, small construction
tasks, etc.

Minimum Requirements:

e Currently working towards a degree, or have acquired
a B.S. or B.A. in related field

e Strong work ethic

e Farming and farm management experience

e Cold climate sustainable vegetable production,

www.msunorthfarm.org

Find us on Facebook to receive updates
from the North Farm —
www.facebook.com/northfarmatuprec

&

including organic farming experience

e Experience using various farm equipment

e Season extension experience with high tunnels

e Strong research skills, including an understanding of
the scientific method

e Experience in record keeping and strong attention to
detail

e Strong organizational skills

e Passion for sustainable agriculture

e Ability to lift 50 Ibs. and work in all weather conditions

Desired Qualifications

Self-starter

e Prior experience with vegetable crops

Knowledge and experience related to cold storage
e Experience working in extreme northern climates

Compensation:

The Incubator Farm Manager assistant position will be a
temporary, hourly position, beginning on March 1, 2014
(flexibility on start date), not to exceed nine months. Be-
ginning pay rate is $11/hour and on-site housing is provid-
ed. Please provide a resume, three references, and a cov-
er letter explaining how your education, skills and experi-
ence make you a strong candidate for this position. Appli-
cations must be submitted to Ashley McFarland via e-mail
(ashleymc@anr.msu.edu) by Friday, January 16, 2015.

We bid a fond farewell to two valuable members of our

North Farm team as they pursue new opportunities.
Brendan and Liesel - your impact on the Farm will
forever be felt, best of luck in your new adventures!

Apprentice Farmer Program

Applications are still being accepted for the
Apprentice Farmer Program—a farm incubator
program that aims to serve as the launching point
for individuals interested in starting their own
farming enterprise. This two-year, residential
program provides farming entrepreneurs with the
necessary tools and assistance needed to ensure a
solid start to their farming career.

Applicants are accepted on a rolling basis, but
applications are requested by February 1st.

For additional details and the application, visit the
North Farm website at:
www.msunorthfarm.org



International Year of Soils—2015

USDA Joins Global Partners to Kick Off
International Year of Soils in 2015

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5, 2014 — Today, USDA joins
nations from across the globe to kick off the Inter-
national Year of Soils, an effort to highlight the
importance of soil in everyday life. Under Secre-
tary for Natural Resources and Environment Rob-
ert Bonnie will address members of the 68th
United Nations General Assembly, which desig-
nated 2015 for the yearlong celebration.

"We are excited to be working with the United
Nations to help raise awareness and promote the
importance of conservation of our soil resources,"
Bonnie said. "USDA is embracing this unique op-
portunity to tell the world about the importance
of soil conservation and how we've worked with
private landowners since 1935 to protect and im-
prove this priceless natural resource."

UN's Food and Agriculture Organization spear-
headed the global International Year of Soils cam-
paign within the framework of the Global Soil
Partnership. The year of awareness aims to in-
crease understanding of the importance of soil
for food security and essential ecosystem func-

tions. Soils play a crucial role in food security,
hunger eradication, climate change adaptation,
poverty reduction and sustainable development.

Bonnie is one of several leaders who will address
the assembly today, on World Soil Day, about the
importance of soil. USDA's Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) — America's agency
for soil conservation, classification and studies —
plans to make the year a memorable one.

NRCS works hand-in-hand with producers
through technical and financial assistance pro-
grams and services to help ensure their success.
The agency was born amid the Dust Bowl era of
the 1930s, the nation's largest environmental dis-
aster caused by over cultivation, drought and rec-
ord-breaking temperatures.

"NRCS conservationists work with America's
farmers and ranchers to take care of the soil, en-
suring agricultural operations are sustainable for
many years to come," NRCS Chief Jason Weller
said.

For more information on International Year of
Soils, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/.

If you would like to learn more about soil and how to conserve it in your farming operation,

be sure to attend the U.P. Agriculture for Tomorrow Conference held at Bay College in

Escanaba on Tuesday, March 10th! There will be numerous sessions on soil health and soil

conservation practices. Additional details found in this newsletter.

MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center
Main office located at E3774 University Drive, Chatham, M1 49816 - just off Highway 94 south of Chatham

North Farm located on the Rock River Road north of Chatham since 1899, Farm Incubator est. 2014

906-439-5114 — http://agbioresearch.msu.edu/centers/uprc




